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RIBBON & CARBON SUPPLY COMPANY, DES MUINt:S, IUWI\ 

' ' 
THE HISTORY OF HOHNSTON 

.. 
.. 

;: .. ~ .· During the Civil War, most of the land which now comprises t"be co11D11Unity ot 
.' 
Johnston, was part of the 1200 acre Robinson ranch. This land was later to be bought 

and divided into acreages to form the present lay-out of the conununity. 

In 1880, school was held for the children of the area at Lawson school, located. 
--~~~~- --- --~~~--~--~------

one mile east of the present school building, and the Ridgedale school on the present 

Wigton property. 

In 1888, the first post office and grocery store, operated by Jake Riandolpb, 

were located on the Harold Wigton property. This post ofi'ice w:as disopnt.in-qed iilil lij(l)) , 

when Grimes began R. F. D del iveey service by horse and buggy. 

About this time, a blacksmith Shop w~s established at the pres.ent Mott H~eut 

residence with Sam Hunt as proprieter. The shop later moved to Johnston where the 

George Witts now reside. . ... . '\ 

~' Many of the first homes built in the area srtiLll survive. The saventeen P~om 

'.:/,~.~binscm heuse was .by far the largest and was located at the pre.sent Wea~.~en,peC)tJ. . ,,.. ,. .,. ' . 
. .... 

~.:_.; f;.rcr'?P~ef~(lenoe. Here also was located the laPgest bani in tne collD1lUnity at ~h.at time. Ed~ !:;.1 

~pey lived at. the present William Gilbert reside.nee, George_ Ri ttg,en~ .. . OIJ.s:~1q..S, .:; ·-.· ~-> 

· ,. ;;ft' Mik~ Rittgers at Oh~les Rittg~rs, N.J. Otto at Wilmer Newlins., R.A. WilsoR at tn. , ,.·· '{> 
... l . . " ", 

Pioneer Club house, tbe Friars· at the Manny .f.am and J .A. ~t1ige~s at tbe ·B.D. Hinn"ak ·~ :_, . , 

residence. In all there were about twenty~.fiYe hemes in the Johnston ~ea whe~ tbe · ~ 

interurban started its run in 190.5 between Des Moines and Pe;rry ,' The interuirbM st~tiou 

was built across the track .from Miller's statian ~nd Bill Mo~an ran a store in eon.-

junction with the station. With the coming of the interurban eame a name tor this 
... ,, .,,., . . ., . . ~ 

area threugh which it passed. The area was named Johnston after the .trm:tght supei-!f.n,. ,,. -~ .. 
tendent of the railway. 

,, ,.. 

In 1906 the development of Johnston began wi.tb the Hayes gl'oCeJ7 store wh'-cb was 

b,ailt on the present site of the Feed Store. 'This year also breugbt telephone service 

:·via Grime·s which has been replaced in most of the community by Des Moines- service. 

1908. Fruitland and Brennan Drives originated. Fruitland is now 57·th Avenue, and 

· Brennan, now 55th Aveme · 

1912. The Iowa Loan and Trust Company bought the Robinson ranch and divided it · ., 

.. 
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191.3 • Research was begun by H.A-. Wallace and J.J. Newlin for Pioneer Hybred. 

. Tl:li~~ company was to be one of the main developmental facto~s in Johnston's grewth. 
~ 1 ) • ,.. r 

1914. The second consolidated school district in Polk County was fol'Uled wbtcb 

included all the surrounding one-room school houses and the district was called tbe 

Independent Consolidated School District of Webster and Jefferson Townships ~! ~Polk 
-~- ---------

County, Iowa. The first board of directors included J.F. Grace, John Lansley, : .~.· ·. 

Burn Snider, Robert A. Wilson, B.B. Dewey, F. R<llenfield, and N..J. Otto; 

held for a time in the chJII'eh basement prior to the building oif the sebQoi.. A ld..ttla .;~~·~{ 
-~~ ;' :.: 

more than four acres of land was purchased where the pre.sent high SO.bll>Ol -~QW ,~1t.4MO: t~ ·Mi'.ic . . 

1915, a contract was awarded for the consit~ction ot t •he new butl.d!.lng w'lild;.eh was. pan.teJ:l,1' 

completed for the opening of school that September. The school consisted of' $.igll~es. 
I 

The first principal was Martin J. Albers and first teachers wePe Gr.ace Br.ookover an.~ 
r 

Elsie Cashman, who had taught in the old eobool houses. In 1917, more terri~oey was 
. ... t .. 

. aQ..4.ed to the scnool district ami the name was c'hanged to the Oonselidated !l:n.Jl~peudent Dletr 
·•' :;,.:. .. '[f;...~;...~t"I:~~ •I, I 

, ... .,. .. ·;~ftp~Jehnston, Iawa. At this time an addiLtien :was adaed to the ·school buildit~ and ten .. '. . 
\ ·. ;.:r :,.."11.\,, • ":'' ' ·, ,. 

=-=2iJ-9~ 7. This year also saw the construction of Mel'le Hay rQ~d, n~e-~ ~J:l hQm.or ot ;: . : '
71 

fl1'.1- f"~·1 .... '"" •.• , • • .• .:.1' t ...... 

· ·-.;r_ · the first Iowan killed in World War I and this year saw Camp Dodg~ come into \lee 'iUJ . : ,t:, " 

~. 

an army Camp,. .· 
1918. A.F. Rittgera' grocery store was built on the sit~ of the pl"ea·$nt 

Highway Col'nmission office. The lumber y:ard was built - then o~ed by' O.an:fie1!.<is. 

1920. Robinette 1 s station was built thet:i awned by Paul Alley. Tn·is stat-ion 

. ' .,,, ', ~ 

' , 

is now the pres·ent DX Station on Merle Hay Rd. 'l'hi'B year too., the schoel eat.a.bllsbe~ twfll;v 

grades, t: becam an accredited high school, and held its first graduation. 
,' I .'j. 

!922. otto 1s station was built. ,. 
" 

- f 
~ ~ 1923. Pioneer experimental farm began. Worthy Sur bur 1 s barber sbep w~s bu,.ilt thie . 
"~ 

ye~~ and is still now in use under a new management. The U.S. ~vermn~mt est,,.bl.11&\lbedr c :; .,, 

.,;. 
·post office at Johnston. . ;;-

' . 
T· 

·'.;J· 192.5. The present Federated Church (basement) was built. 

1927. Miller's station was built. Thia is now the Texaco Station~ 

. ' . 
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1940. Johnston• s fire protection began. The first majol' fire was tbe Scba'les Fl&~ . -· ------·--- ____ ,, _____ _ 
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1942. The old Waterb}Jey land was purchased by Hobert--A. Ro.as and ~iven to the Y.M,C.A. · · 

for~ boy1 s home which opened in March, 1943 and was managed by Mr. a~d Mrs. Walt Wheeler. 
, 1 . r,~ · · ,; ' . 
Also in this year Johnston received ·a considerable increase in electric powe.r. 

1944. The Lion 1 s Club was started by: Mr. Hartman al though it was not chartered 

until 194.5. This club has done mp.ch for the school and community since its orig:S:p. 
l 

19.50. The modern bus final}Y pushes 'Ebe interur6an almbst ~Omp'l:~te1y oat ·ot tbe -·. -
I T I 

---~p::;i:c:+.tu~r;,e;-;an;;;d~an~ot+:ih~e;:;r~a~d~d".4°"1t+i~;i;;o~n~i-;s;-1j~ad;r.d;r.e;;dnt~o;-;i::thheii>lH~ir.:gmh~Si':lch"'or\"io:;i1rromui't1i-:1a~1!Nnglm'---rcl7'0~nras+1s-i:r+:-ti'"'1'"'\$,......,,G.,pfL..-f.:.t-e. n--~. . ·' ,, . ., 

classrooms and a new gymnasium1 
( 

19.53. The old gymnasiurt in the 
J 

classrooms and a lunchroom. 

,. 
.. J ,; " ·;, 1: 

school was dtvided and maae 1nto ~~~~e 
!i. .. ,.. r· 
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I ' 't 
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19.58. First 10-room/ unit O·f the ElementaL"Y School was opened ~.():t' tbEJ $GCO..m\ 
.. ! ... .. t .,. 

semester. / 
Johnston is const.~ntly eJtpanding as Des Moines pushes its iritluence fartb:Efr 
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out in evevy directi9n . 
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